Seventh Sunday after Trinity

Collect: Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow: though our faith is
small as a mustard seed, make it grow to your glory and the flourishing of your
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

1 Kings 3.5-12: At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and
God said, ‘Ask what | should give you.” ® And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great
and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards you; and you have
kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his
throne today. “And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place
of my father David, although | am only a little child; | do not know how to go out or
come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. °Give your
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern
between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’ °It pleased the
Lord that Solomon had asked this. * God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this,
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12| now do according
to your word. Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been
before you and no one like you shall arise after you.

Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52: He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.

33 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened’

4 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

4 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *® on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; *® when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *°So it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *®and throw them
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

>1 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.” ®> And he said to them,
‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’



The Role of a Deacon in the Church

This week Keir has provided the talk for the online service. He is, and we are looking
forward to his ordination as Deacon which was postponed in June and should now
take place in Peterborough Cathedral in September. In the ordination service we
will reflect on these things:

Deacons are called to work with the Bishop and the priests with whom they serve as
heralds of Christ’s kingdom. They are to proclaim the gospel in word and deed, as
agents of God’s purposes of love. They are to serve the community in which they are
set, bringing to the Church the needs and hopes of all the people. They are to work
with their fellow members in searching out the poor and weak, the sick and lonely
and those who are oppressed and powerless, reaching into the forgotten corners of
the world that the love of God may be made visible.

Deacons share in the pastoral ministry of the Church and in leading God’s people in
worship. They preach the word and bring the needs of the world before the Church
in intercession. They accompany those searching for faith and bring them to
baptism. They assist in administering the sacraments; they distribute communion
and minister to the sick and housebound.

Deacons are to seek nourishment from the Scriptures; they are to study them with
God’s people that the whole Church may be equipped to live out the gospel in the
world. They are to be faithful in prayer, expectant and watchful for the signs of
God'’s presence, as he reveals his kingdom among us.

Our role is to pray for, work with and support Keir in his ministry in this his training
Benefice, to support his family and to recognise also that, whilst being a deacon and
serving as a curate, he is also preparing for his ordination next year as a priest.



